Unit 5 – Twentieth
Century Crisis
Chapter 23
Section 3

Learning Targets and Intentions of the
Lesson
Europe at War and America Joins Forces

Do Now

What is your breaking point! Is there a point where you
would have no choice but to strike back against an enemy?
What is the scenario for that to happen to you?

Learning Targets
and
Intentions of the
Lesson

Scope
and Sequence
of the
Lesson

Text Set Selection

Background
Concerns

1. KNOW the characteristics, the propaganda, and key
events of Europe at War. 2. UNDERSTAND and describe
the events that forced the United States to declare War on
Germany. 3. Read and analyze (SKILL) the Zimmerman
Note and the Sinking of the Lusitania, respond to questions,
and complete an America at War guided reading assignment.
23.3.1 – Explain the learning targets and aim of the lesson.
23.3.2 –Students will follow direct instruction taking Cornell
style/guided notes to record the information on World War I
in Europe and America’s ultimate involvement in War
23.3.3 – Instructor will begin a class discussion on the causes of the
World War, beginning with the Industrial Revolution.
Solicit volunteers to make the connection from
Industrialization to the Great War.
23.3.3 –Students will use the information gathered to build their
content knowledge of World War I and then they will
complete a primary document graphic organizer on the
Zimmerman Note and The Sinking of the Lusitania.
23.3.4 – Students will read The American Vision’s Chapter 19,
Roosevelt and the New Deal, pages 289-294

The ongoing assessment with the students is that they
strengthen their primary document analysis skills. This
skill requires that they think outside the box critically to
come up with the best possible solution to the question.
Instructor will lead a class discussion: Did America’s
entrance into the war tilt the outcome in favor of the allies
or was the defeat of the Central powers inevitable even if
the Americans had not entered the conflict.

