Art Through the Ages
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A Comparison of Medieval and
Renaissance-/Art



Medieval Art
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http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ho/07/euwf/hob_17.190.409a.htm

Middle Ages - The period in European history between the collapse of Rome and the

Renaissance, from 476 CE to about 1450. Also known as the medieval period, and as the
Dark Ages.

A During the early Middle Ages, most paintings
were found in the form of illustrated
manuscripts. This remained the chief form
of painting for years. Most were produced
in monasteries, which at the time were the
centers of learning and art. It was the
wealth of the church which allowed monks to
copy books and manuscripts before the
invention of the printing press in the late
1400's.

A You can see that the figures in the page
pictured here are flat, lacking any dimension.
Their expression is vague and the drawings
of Jesus and the Mary«
best detail can be seen in the cloth draping
around the women.

A In the next slides you will see more
examples of art from the Middle Ages.



http://www.artlex.com/ArtLex/Pas.html#anchor1018158
http://www.artlex.com/ArtLex/r/roman.html
http://www.artlex.com/ArtLex/r/renaissance.html
http://www.artlex.com/ArtLex/Me.html#anchor4714039

More Examples of Medieval Art

What characteristics do you see
in the example of Medieval
sculpture?

Lack of expression

Lack of humanlike detall

What else do you see?







Characteristics of Middle Ages
and Renaissance Art

Can You Tell the Difference?



What are the Characteristics of Art from Each Era?

Category Renaissance - Middle Ages
Materials Oil on canvas, marble sculpture | Frescos: Paint in wet plaster
Used : : mosaics, tempera paint on wood,

illustrated manuscripts




Category

Middle Ages

Renaissance

Colors

Dark: Brown, Gray,
Gold, Muted Colors

Brighter: Reds, Blues




Category Middle Ages Renaissance

Body Positioning Unnatural, straight on, | Natural, positions on
contorted all axial



http://192.41.13.240/artchive/m/michelangelo/creation.jpg

Category

Middle Ages

Renaissance

Emotion of Subjects

Blank Faces
Difficult to read

Clear Emotions




