Code of Hammurabi
2. If any one bring an accusation against a man, and the accused go to the
river and leap into the river, if he sink in the river his accuser shall take
possession of his house. But if the river prove that the accused is not guilty,
and he escape unhurt, then he who had brought the accusation shall be put to
death, while he who leaped into the river shall take possession of the house
that had belonged to his accuser.
5. If a judge try a case, reach a decision, and present his judgment in writing;
if later error shall appear in his decision, and it be through his own fault, then
he shall pay twelve times the fine set by him in the case, and he shall be
publicly removed from the judge's bench, and never again shall he sit there to
render judgement.
6. If any one steal the property of a temple or of the court, he shall be put to
death, and also the one who receives the stolen thing from him shall be put to
death.
8. If any one steal cattle or sheep, or an ass, or a pig or a goat, if it belong to a
god or to the court, the thief shall pay thirtyfold therefor; if they belonged to a
freed man of the king he shall pay tenfold; if the thief has nothing with which
to pay he shall be put to death.
14. If any one steal the minor son of another, he shall be put to death.
16. If any one receive into his house a runaway male or female slave of the
court, or of a freedman, and does not bring it out at the public proclamation
of the major domus, the master of the house shall be put to death.
21. If any one break a hole into a house (break in to steal), he shall be put to
death before that hole and be buried.
22. If any one is committing a robbery and is caught, then he shall be put to
death.
26. If a chieftain or a man (common soldier), who has been ordered to go upon
the king's highway for war does not go, but hires a mercenary, if he withholds

the compensation, then shall this officer or man be put to death, and he who
represented him shall take possession of his house.
28. If a chieftain or a man be caught in the misfortune of a king, if his son is
able to enter into possession, then the field and garden shall be given to him,
he shall take over the fee of his father.
44. If any one take over a waste-lying field to make it arable, but is lazy, and
does not make it arable, he shall plow the fallow field in the fourth year,
harrow it and till it, and give it back to its owner, and for each ten gan (a
measure of area) ten gur of grain shall be paid.
109. If conspirators meet in the house of a tavern-keeper, and these
conspirators are not captured and delivered to the court, the tavern-keeper
shall be put to death.
119. If any one fail to meet a claim for debt, and he sell the maid servant who
has borne him children, for money, the money which the merchant has paid
shall be repaid to him by the owner of the slave and she shall be freed.
155. If a man betroth a girl to his son, and his son have intercourse with her,
but he (the father) afterward defile her, and be surprised, then he shall be
bound and cast into the water (drowned)
195. If a son strike his father, his hands shall be hewn off.
196. If a man put out the eye of another man, his eye shall be put out. An eye
for an eye ]
197. If he break another man's bone, his bone shall be broken.
195. If a son strike his father, his hands shall be hewn off.
196. If a man put out the eye of another man, his eye shall be put out. An eye
for an eye]
197. If he break another man's bone, his bone shall be broken.
200. If a man knock out the teeth of his equal, his teeth shall be knocked out.
[A tooth for a tooth]

228. If a builder build a house for some one and complete it, he shall give him
a fee of two shekels in money for each sar of surface.
229 If a builder build a house for some one, and does not construct it properly,
and the house which he built fall in and kill its owner, then that builder shall
be put to death.
230. If it kill the son of the owner the son of that builder shall be put to death.
231. If it kill a slave of the owner, then he shall pay slave for slave to the
owner of the house.

